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Spring- Autumn 2021
Scoping report and EU-

wide multi-
stakeholder consultation 
on research assessment 

by the European 
Commission

Jan-July 2022 drafting 
the Agreement

20 July 2022

Publication of the 
Agreement

1 December 2022

Constitution of 
CoARA

Early 2024:

✓ A coalition of more than 600 
members

✓ 13 Working Groups operational

✓ 15 National Chapters

✓ Policy impact (ERC, REF etc.)

✓ CoARA Boost project up and running

From Agreement to Action
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Maximising 
Impact

Defining success for 
CoARA, monitoring 
changes, streamlining 
outputs, strengthening 
connections with other 
key policy areas, work 
towards COARA's 
sustainability.

Setting  
the Foundations

Operational 
procedures and 
framework, WGs, NCs, 
CoARA Boost project 
framework.

From Agreement
to Action

Operational CoARA: active 
WGs, growing number of 
NCs, Increased support 
for action plans, and 
cascade funding for 
institutions to implement 
the commitments of the 
Agreement.

Connecting
Contributors

Ensuring that CoARA
contributors in NCs, WGs, 
authors of action plans, 
cascade beneficiaries -
are fully informed about 
each other's work and 
receive adequate support.

Implementation of CoARA



683 member 
organisations

778 signatories

[09 September 2024]
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63%13%

8%

7%

6% 3%
Universities and their associations

Research centres, research infrastructures,
and their associations

Academies, learned societies, and their
associations, and associations of
researchers
Public or private research funding
organisations and their associations

Other relevant non-for-profit
organisations involved with research
assessment, and their associations
National/regional authorities or agencies
that implement some form of research
assessment and their associations

In descending order of total share:

CoARA Membership
By Type of Organisation
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Membership 
total:
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*excl. pan-European and global organisations

CoARA Membership by Country



>35 members

<5 members

20-35 members

15-19 members

5-14 members

Total # of Members: 683 (9 September 
2024)

New CoARA member 
countries joined in 
2024: Greece, Serbia, 
Panama, Nigeria, 
Tanzania
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Global Expansion of CoARA Membership

Countries strongest 
presence: 
Spain (80), Italy 
(64), Poland (53), 
France (47)
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Busy CoARA Implementation Communities

Action Plans and Their Implementation
✓ Established corpus 
✓ Webinar and other support 

mechanisms
✓ National level discourse

All Working Groups Are Active
✓ Consultations, events
✓ First outputs
✓ Regular updates via the website 

and newsletter

Growing number of National Chapters
✓ Established corpus 
✓ Webinar and other support 

mechanisms
✓ National level discourse

Cascade Funding ✓ Grants to implement the ARRA
✓ 80+ applications received for the 

first  round

Hosting Events
✓ Online, hybrid
✓ Call for hosting events for CoARA

members
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Connecting the Dots

Enabling knowledge sharing and 

synergies across the different CoARA

implementation communities (across 

WGs, NCs, cascade funding 

beneficiaries, members…)

To streamline WGs activities 

and outputs towards their 

primary target audience, 
CoARA members

Action plans 
and their 

implementation 

Outputs of 
WGs

Efforts of 
NCs

Cascade 
Funded Projects

Outreach 
Efforts



TIER – Towards an Inclusive Evaluation of 

Research
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Overview of the CoARA Working Groups

1st WGs Co-Chair meeting 
17 November 2023

Reforming Academic Career Assessment
Multilingualism and Language Biases in 

Research Assessment

Recognizing and Rewarding Peer Review

Experiments in Assessment – Idea Generation, 

Co-Creation, and Piloting

Towards Transformation, Transdisciplinarity, 

Applied/Practice-Based Research, and 

Impacts

Improving Practices in the Assessment of 

Research Proposals

Early-and-Mid-Career Researchers (EMCRs) 

– Assessment and Research Culture

Towards Open Infrastructure for Responsible 

Research Assessment

Responsible Metrics and Indicators

Global Framework for Research Evaluation in 

the Social Sciences and Humanities (SSH)

Supporting the Alignment of Research 

Assessment Systems with CoARA in 

Biomedical Disciplines Through 

Administrative Reforms and Governance

Ethics and Research Integrity Policy in 

Responsible Research Assessment for Data 

and Artificial Intelligence



1. Recognise the diversity of contributions to, and careers in, research, 
in accordance with the needs and the nature of the research.

2. Base research assessment primarily on qualitative evaluation for which 
peer-review is central, supported by responsible use of quantitative indicators.

3. Abandon the inappropriate uses in research assessment of journal-
and publication-based metrics, in particular the inappropriate uses of 
journal impact factor (JIF) and h-index.

4. Avoid the use of rankings of research organisations 
in research assessment.
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How WGs Address the Core Commitments 
of the ARRA



*Based on data from the WG proposals
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Core 
commitment

WGs* 

1. Bio-
med

SSH ERIP T.Transfor
mations

IPARP Peer 
review

Experiments Metrics Infra EMCR ACA TIER Multilingu
alism

2. Bio-
med

SSH ERIP T.Transfor
mations

IPARP Peer 
review

Experiments Metrics EMCR ACA

3. Bio-
med

SSH ERIP T.Transfor
mations

IPARP Peer 
review

Experiments Metrics Infra

4. Bio-
med

SSH ERIP

How WGs Address the Core Commitments 
of the ARRA



• WGs develop outputs to advance research 
assessment and support the implementation 
of members’ commitments

• Defining joint pilots and initiatives as 
appropriate; 

• Exchanging information on the impacts –
benefits and costs – of the changes 
implemented for further evidence-informed 
changes

• Unique opportunities to develop consensus 
around topics and outputs within and 
beyond the critical mass of CoARA
membership
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WGs Play a Key Role in the Implementation 
of CoARA



• Coalition for Advancing 
Research Assessment

Contact us: 
communication@coara.org

News
Publications

Sign up for 
CoARA

Members’ 
Newsletter!

Follow us

Show your
support! 

#ReformingRA
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Advocacy 
Materials

https://coara.org

• Zenodo Community

• https://coara.org/news/

• Newsletter for CoARA 
Members

Stay Updated on CoARA’s Progress

https://www.linkedin.com/company/coarassessment/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/coarassessment/
https://coara.eu/advocacy-materials/
https://coara.eu/advocacy-materials/
https://zenodo.org/communities/coara_action_plans/records?q=&l=list&p=1&s=10&sort=newest
https://coara.org/news/
https://coara.org/sign-up-for-the-coara-members-newsletter/
https://coara.org/sign-up-for-the-coara-members-newsletter/
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